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Of San Francisco's seven hills, Nob Hill often gets lost in the shuffle. But the rich residents of this
well-to-do neighborhood wouldn't have it any other way ("Nob" comes from the British term for the
wealthy). While most neighborhoods will clamor for your tourist dollar, Nob Hill quietly overlooks
San Francisco behind the walls of the city's grandest and most expensive hotels: The Fairmont, The
Mark Hopkins, The Stanford Court, and the Huntington Hotel. Not even the devastating 1906
earthquake could bring this lofty neighborhood down. Even though the massive fire started by the
quake burned the hill all the way down to the stone (you can still find black smoke chars form the
1906 fire on some of the granite in this neighborhood), the neighborhood pooled its considerable
resources together to build the area right back up.
Many visitors see Nob Hill by way of passing cable car, whizzing through on the California line to or
from Fisherman's Wharf and snapping a few photos of Grace Cathedral. Don't limit yourself to
that, though. If you want a taste of where the elite meet and eat - and San Francisco is one of the
richest cities in the world, by the way - hop off that cable car and grab a drink at the Tonga Room
and then a juicy steak at the House of Prime Rib. Remember: when on vacation, it's not a bad idea to
act like you're filthy rich.

1 Big 4 Restaurant - The Scarlet Huntington
Named after four of the most famous railroad tycoons of the nineteenth century (C.P. Huntington,
Charles Crocker, Leland Stanford and Mark Hopkins), Big 4 Restaurant offers not only high-scale
dining but a fascinating look into San Francisco's history. Led by Executive Chef Kevin Scott, Big 4
offers meals only railroad tycoons could handle: Seafood Risotto with Maine Lobster Meat, or Rack
of Lamb with a Rosemary Rub. Leave plenty of time either before or after dinner to wander the
sumptuous hallways of The Scarlet Huntington, and your Nob Hill experience will be complete.
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